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EDITING 

Editing is the job of asembling all the shots and the scenes of film together to tell a cohesive story.

TRANSITIONS BETWEEN SCENES
The most commonly used techniques when a change of scene is required are the following:

Cut:  An instantaneous change from one shot to another.

Dissolve:  A visual effect created by the gradual disappearance of one shot while another shot gradually appears and comes into clear focus; for a brief time the images blend in superimposition (exposure of more than one image on the same film strip), which may be used to symbolic effect.  Dissolves are used to suggest a change of setting or a longer lapse of time than in a cut, so it is often used to begin or end flashbacks.


“A cut is very much a tear.  You use a cut to say there’s a separation


 between this thing and that thing. And so in Lone Star I didn’t even 


 want a dissolve, which is a soft cut”







--John Sayles, director of Lone Star
Fade Out/In:  Ending a scene by underexposing to black or overexposing to white; 

beginning a scene in the same manner, moving from black or white to clear focus.  The fade out/in is usually used to indicate the passage of time or a change of location in narrative.

Freeze Frame:  As a way of ending a scene, the film appears to stop and the image is “frozen” or held for a few seconds.  Used for dramatic effect, usually to suggest a lack of closure.

Jump-Cut:  An abrupt transition between shots, usually made to disorient the audience because there is a sudden or illogical transition; the usual “laws” of space and time are violated.
Swish Pan (a.k.a. Flash Pan or Zip Pan or Whip Pan): A horizontal camera movement where the speed of the camera is so fast that only blurred images are recorded; often used to connect events in different places that are actually connected.

Wipe:  A transition between shots in which a line passes across the screen, eliminating the first shot as it goes and replacing it with the next one; the images do not blend, as in a dissolve.

Iris-in or Iris-out:  The new image appears as an expanding circle in the middle of the old image or the old image becomes a contracting circle that disappears into the new image.


