                                                                                                                           Brad Smilanich, Dawn Anderson


The Truman Show Major Essay #1
Peter Weir’s The Truman Show is rife with symbolism and allusion; careful consideration of both leads to a far more comprehensive understanding of the film and the themes that Weir addresses.

	Discuss Weir’s use of name symbolism throughout The Truman Show in relation to its overall theme.




In a well-organized essay, you are to construct a thesis regarding what Weir is attempting to address in the film.  In relation to this thesis you are to discuss the symbolism of at least four of the following:

Truman Burbank


Marlon



Santa Maria   Christof



Pluto




Kaiser Chicken

Moses



Seahaven



Penn Pavels Beer


Lauren/Sylvia Garland

Sirius (9 Canis Major)

I’m looking for you to go beyond simple plot summary, to go beyond a mere listing of the symbolic names and your interpretation of them; you MUST address the names, but link them to your thesis, what YOU believe that Weir is saying about life of human nature with his film.  Thus, careful consideration of your thesis is required before you select the names you wish to discuss.  A thesis might look like this:

Weir names his characters and environments symbolically throughout The Truman Show to suggest    _____________(theme statement)_________________ .

I’m looking for a coherent, unified piece of writing here, without any of the “machinery” exposed.
Things to keep in mind.......

*remember, POINT-PROOF-DISCUSSION

*a good topic sentence for each of your body paragraphs is a must--everything in that paragraph must relate back to it

*even though this is a film, I’m still looking for well-integrated, carefully selected quotations

*watch grammar (sentence fragments), punctuation (bonus marks for using THREE semicolons correctly), spelling, and colloquialisms throughout--mistakes will lose you marks

*DO NOT leave this until the night before it is due--I will be happy to look over thesis statements or first drafts at any time up until the due date, but please schedule a time if you need more than a couple of minutes help

