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The Truman Show Short Assignments
1.  Twice in the film, once during the opening credits and once on the morning of his escape from Seahaven, Truman addresses both himself and, by extension, the audience, talking to the bathroom mirror.  In a well-organized paragraph or two, discuss the importance of these two scenes to the overall themes of the movie.  Obviously, these scenes are meant to “mirror” each other; is there a progression in Truman’s character evident?  How does Weir construct the mise-en-scene in these scenes?  To achieve what purpose?  What does Truman talk about, and do, in these scenes that reveals his character?
2.  One key sequence in defining Truman’s character occurs early in the film (chapter 7) when he retreats to the basement to find solace in his chest of memories.  In a well-organized series of paragraphs, discuss the symbolic importance of the chest and its contents.  Why does Truman keep this chest and its contents in the basement, locked away?  What do the contents of the chest reveal about Truman’s character?  What is, in your opinion, the most important item in the chest for Truman?  Watch the scene carefully, several times--careful scrutiny reveals much….
3.  In the flashback sequence (Chapter 7), Christof approximates Truman’s musings (despite Truman’s later declaration that “You never had a camera in my head!”) as he reflects on his meetings with Lauren/Sylvia as a teen.  During the sequence at the dance, the characters dance to Marc Bolan’s “Twentieth Century Boy,” which contains the lyric “I’m your boy, twentieth century toy…I’m your toy, twentieth century boy.”  In a short paragraph, consider the implications of this lyric to the film, both in the context of this scene, and as a whole.
4.  In a series of well-organized paragraphs, discuss Weir’s use of water imagery throughout the film; in class we’ve discussed water as a symbol before—does that symbolic reading apply here?  Throughout the whole film?  How might Weir’s use of water symbolism be considered paradoxical?

5.  In a series of well-organized paragraphs, discuss Weir’s use of bridges throughout the film.  What do bridges archetypically represent?  Consider the various bridges in the film; there are many different kinds….

6.  Media, in all forms, permeates the movie:  magazines, television shows within television shows, advertisement, product placements, etc.  Construct a well-structured thesis statement that responds to the following question:  ultimately, what does Weir suggest about the media in his film The Truman Show?
